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(57) Abstract: The user of a printer (30) commands the printer (30) to start printing status information by means of a switch (36). In 
response to a print start command, the printer (30) and a host computer (20) perform bi-directional communication through parallel 
communication I/O (37, 19b) and status information acquired by the printer (30) is transmitted to the host computer (20). Upon 
receiving the status information, the host computer (20) generates print data for operating the printer (30) from the status information 
and transmits the data to the printer (30). Since the printer (30) does not need to have a processor nor font ROM for generating print 
data, status information can be printed easily by a simple and inexpensive printer (30). 
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